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administrator, yet the Republicans think they 
know better, or at least want the public to 
think so. 

Well I live in a place with very high GHG 
emissions from both our oil refinery and public 
utility and we are seeing increases in asthma 
and the severity of it, even deaths, as well as 
of certain cancers. They cannot tell my con-
stituents that those gases are not harming our 
health. My constituents and I believe all Amer-
icans want them regulated, we want to be 
healthy and we want our children’s health to 
be protected. These gases must be regulated 
for the benefit of this and future generations. 

The gases are clearly linked to respiratory 
and other diseases. All who study the impact 
of global temperature rise, using sound 
science, predict not only an increase in res-
piratory diseases but also heart disease and 
others. 

This legislation is not the only attack on reg-
ulations that seek to reduce negative impacts 
on our health or slow down climate change 
and prevent us from starting the new green 
revolution that will create jobs and revitalize 
communities and our economy. All of the Re-
publican CRs include cuts that would hinder 
EPA from implementing regulations that pro-
tect our health. We must not make cuts that 
destroy our ability to protect our health and 
our environment 

Without a doubt, the only ones to benefit 
from H.R. 910 and the Republican cuts will be 
those who already benefit—Wall Street oil 
speculators and big oil allies here in Con-
gress. As the President said recently, ‘‘We’ve 
got to work together to secure America’s en-
ergy future.’’ H.R. 910 is not a step in the right 
direction. This is nothing more than polluted 
politics. The American people deserve better. 
Let’s save American jobs, invest in the green 
economy and ensure a clean—not dirty future 
for the children of tomorrow. 

f 

H.R. 471, D.C. SCHOOL VOUCHER 
BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. CHU) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. CHU. Yesterday, House leader-
ship pushed through H.R. 471. I voted 
‘‘no’’ because it does nothing to create 
jobs, hurts public education, and adds 
to the national deficit. 

We have been back to work in the 
House for 13 weeks, and for 13 straight 
weeks the Republican majority has 
done nothing to create jobs. They 
haven’t even put a single jobs bill on 
the House floor. In fact, their proposed 
spending bill actually costs America 
700,000 jobs. 

Now, Speaker BOEHNER has brought 
his own pet project bill to the House 
floor that imposes his desire to pri-
vatize public education in the District 
of Columbia, and he doesn’t even rep-
resent the District. This bill would re-
authorize the failed Washington, D.C., 
private school voucher program and 
open it to new students, funneling mil-
lions in new Federal spending to pri-
vate schools at taxpayer expense. And 
yet, for the last 5 years, the voucher 
program has proven to be flawed and 
ineffective. 

The voucher program has not been 
successful in raising student academic 

achievement. It has had no impact on 
student motivation and engagement. 
The program has had no effect on stu-
dent satisfaction with their schools or 
on whether students view their schools 
as safe and orderly. And voucher stu-
dents were less likely to have access to 
important services, such as programs 
for English language learners, pro-
grams for students with learning prob-
lems, counseling, and tutoring. Vouch-
ers are an experiment that has been 
tried and has failed. 

This anti-education bill comes at a 
time when the Republican leadership is 
proposing drastic reductions in Federal 
spending, including a House-passed bill 
slashing billions from core education 
programs. Vouchers are not real edu-
cation reform. They don’t solve prob-
lems. They ignore them. 

Rather than offering an empty prom-
ise for a few, we should be ensuring 
that every child has access to a great 
public school. And instead of taking 
money out of public schools for private 
schools, Congress should be investing 
in strategies to improve school 
achievement. Our focus should be on 
strategies proven to increase student 
achievement, such as increasing paren-
tal involvement, strengthening teacher 
training, and reducing class size. And 
our goal should be to prepare all stu-
dents for the jobs of the future, not to 
allow a few students and parents to 
choose a private school at taxpayer ex-
pense. 

When public schools are struggling 
and teachers are being laid off, the last 
thing we need is to spend scarce tax-
payer funds on private schools. And 
that’s exactly what this legislation 
will do. Speaker BOEHNER’s bill will in-
crease the deficit by $300 million, $300 
million that could go towards making 
sure America’s public school students 
and public school teachers have the re-
sources they need to succeed. Speaker 
BOEHNER’s bill offers no offsets. It is an 
ideological effort to recreate a program 
that was ended years ago because it did 
not work. 

It is time for Republicans to stop 
playing political games with our public 
education and America’s economic fu-
ture. And so I ask my colleagues across 
the aisle to join with Democrats to re-
duce the deficit, protect our public 
schools, create jobs, and strengthen the 
middle class. 

f 

THE PENDING FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENTS WITH KOREA, PAN-
AMA, AND COLOMBIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, let 
me ask Congress, where are you? 

America’s trade policy is operating 
as if we were still in the last century 
instead of the 21st. Time and again, 
this Congress keeps failing to grasp re-
ality and learn from past failures. In-
stead, Congress keeps doing more of 
the same failed approach. 

Now, this administration has pledged 
to soon submit another so-called free 
trade agreement, this time with Korea. 
There are even some in Congress who 
are demanding the President attach 
no-win agreements to Panama and Co-
lombia at the same time. All of these 
agreements fail to put America in a po-
sition to win economically by creating 
jobs here in our country. 
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I want to remind my colleagues that 
these agreements are nothing more 
than expansions of the same failed 
trade policies established by NAFTA. 
Think about China too. Ever since 
those two agreements were signed, we 
have never had a single balanced trade 
agreement with those countries. These 
same approaches racked up another 
half-trillion-dollar trade deficit last 
year alone and all the lost jobs across 
our country that were outsourced as a 
result. 

I can assure you that our trade defi-
cits are not getting any better as a re-
sult. Year after year, the numbers tell 
the same story: More job loss resulting 
from unbalanced trade agreements. 
America needs reciprocity and balance 
and equal access to foreign markets, 
not surrender. Haven’t the working 
people of America paid a high enough 
price yet with the diminishment of 
their livelihoods, loss of home values, 
uprooting of their families, outsourc-
ing of their jobs, collapsed school sys-
tems, and constant worry about a more 
secure future? This is a fight about 
who is taking away those economic op-
portunities drop by drop here at home 
and how we stop the hemorrhage. 

More extremist free trade agree-
ments have given us the kind of world 
we inherited after NAFTA. They told 
us it would create millions of jobs. In-
stead, we have seen the manufacturing 
sector decimated with over 8 million 
lost jobs. Estimates on the number of 
jobs lost directly just due to NAFTA 
with Mexico and Canada are in the mil-
lions. Over a third of all manufacturing 
jobs in the United States have dis-
appeared and been outsourced since its 
passage. 

Our trade deficit with Mexico last 
year alone was over $66 billion in the 
red. That means hundreds of thousands 
of pink slips in our country. And for 
what? The Mexican people live in 
greater misery, while their wealthy 
have become even wealthier since 
NAFTA’s passage. This is not a recipe 
for continental stability. 

When Most Favored Nation status for 
China was rammed through here at the 
end of the 1990s, proponents said it 
would create jobs across our country. 
Since then, America has amassed a $2 
trillion cumulative trade deficit with 
China—trillion—and hundreds of thou-
sands more pink slips in our country, 
including in the so-called green energy 
sector, and more loss of production 
here as China demands businesses set 
up shop there to do business at all and 
then gives vast tax holidays. And there 
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